CUIL COTTAGE
I could say Cuil Cottage is built on the side of the busy A83 Inveraray/Glasgow road, but in truth the A83 Inveraray/Glasgow road was built beside Cuil Cottage.  Looking back over some old photos, it seemed so quiet and tranquil you could imagine the odd horse and cart trundling by, not so now!  That aside I can honestly say that the cottage has not lost any of its charm, it has such a good feel about it.  

When Mark and I moved in, it must have been one of the wettest days in December; it was quite a performance trying to get our furniture through the small doors, awkward bends and tall narrow stairs.  Everything was soaking wet and the carpet, which was cream, of all colours, was covered with muddy footprints.  I must admit that while everyone was too-ing and fro-ing from van to cottage, I stood transfixed at the window.  I can’t explain exactly what I felt; looking out at the loch and the hills beyond, it was a warmth, a mixture of happiness and belonging.  

I didn’t see the busy road, I saw the stunning view.  I didn’t see the minor cosmetic problems that the old cottage has.  I felt I’d come home! 

Barbara Sands   March 2007

